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One method currently being used to convince customers of the feasibility of a design is the modeling and simulation of the design. The simulation of a proposed design can, however, substantially increase the cost of a proposal, both in dollars and hours.
This paper describes the System Iconic Modeling Facility (SIMF), developed with the goal of minimizing the time required to model and simulate a system, either proposed or existing.
The paper emphasizes the properties of SIMF that enable it to achieve this goal. If the error is in an attribute field for an icon or activity, the user is shown the bad value, told which field it is in, and prompted for a new value which is then reparsed.
(See Figure 3 .) The corrected value appears in the SLAM text produced and is also put into the internal data structure for the model. Other errors, such as disconnected activities, cannot be corrected at compile time and are simply flagged with the corresponding icon or activity highlighted. 
